Supporting Affordable and Sustainable Childcare
To: Honourable Lisa Beare
Minister of Education and Child Care
Dear Minister Beare,
I am writing as a parent with a child enrolled in childcare in our community. I am very grateful for the government’s efforts to make childcare more affordable for families. These programs make a meaningful difference for many families, including mine.
However, I am writing to share that the current funding structure is creating challenges for childcare providers and is reducing flexibility for families. Over time, funding changes have limited options such as part-time care, shorter days, and flexible schedules that many families rely on. Affordable childcare is incredibly important, but it must also be flexible and sustainable so that childcare providers can continue to operate and families can continue to access care that meets their needs.
One potential solution that could better support both families and childcare providers would be to simplify the current funding model by combining programs such as CCFRI and the $10-a-Day initiative into an expanded Affordable Child Care Benefit (ACCB) model. Providing a base level of funding directly to families attending licensed childcare, significantly increasing the ACCB household income thresholds so support remains relevant for more families, and allowing childcare programs to set fees that reflect their quality, staffing, and operating realities would create a system that is more flexible, sustainable, and responsive to the needs of both families and providers. A model that supports families directly while allowing providers to operate sustainably would help ensure that childcare spaces remain available, programs remain high quality, and families continue to have access to the care they need.
As a parent, what matters most to me is that childcare is:
· Affordable
· Flexible
· High quality
· Available and sustainable long-term
I encourage the government to continue working toward childcare policies that support not only affordability, but also flexibility and sustainability for both families and childcare providers.
Thank you for your time and for your continued work supporting childcare in our province.
Sincerely,
